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The History of the McAlester Scottish Rite Masonic Center
On February 2nd, 1901, a few Scottish Rite Masons met in Masonic Hall in South McAlester, 
Indian Territory (currently The Bank NA's parking lot on the southeast corner of 2nd and 
Washington), for the purpose of organizing a Lodge of Perfection of the Scottish Rite. The 
Lodge of Perfection consists of the 4th through the 14th Degrees, and establishing such a 
Lodge is the first step in creating a Valley. They petitioned the Southern Jurisdiction to allow 
them to form such a Lodge.
Their petition was approved. The first 
class met March 30th, 1901, with 23 
members receiving the Lodge of 
Perfection degrees, the 4thº through 
the 14thº, in the Blue Lodge building. 
On May 4th, 1901, they 
reassembled and arranged for the 
first ceremonial of what they 
designated as Albert Pike Lodge No. 1 
of the Valley of South McAlester.

Scottish Rite Masons eventually built their own building. It was a white, one-story frame building 
on Washington Avenue in McAlester (below, as seen looking west-southwest). They first met in 
their new building on February 13, 1904.

Interest grew. The Supreme 
Council approved other bodies, the 
designation of “Indian Consistory” 
was adopted, and the McAlester 
Scottish Rite was on its way. The 
membership grew fast and it was 
evident that more room was a 
necessity. The white building had 
been occupied for only a matter of 
months when a committee was appointed to perfect plans for a greater one. Membership at that 
time was 336.

A white stone and red brick building soon 
arose on a hill one block northwest of the 
original building – the site of the present 
Masonic Center. In 1906 the cornerstone 
was laid and in 1907 the new “Million-Dollar 
Temple” became a reality.
The current Masonic Center arose from the 
red and white building. The west end was 
extended 50 feet, tan brick replaced red. 
The interior was completely remodeled; in 
fact, what remains of the 1907 building is 
the east and part of the north façades. The 
largest stage in the Southern Jurisdiction 
was carved from the interior. The height of the building grew to a total of 140'. The lighted ball 

atop the building added another 30' and became known to all Masons as the "Great Light of 
Masonry".
In the mid 1950's there came a decree which required all Consistories in the Southern 
Jurisdiction to be named for their locations. It 
was at that time that the "Indian Consistory" 
became the “McAlester Consistory.” Exterior 
floodlights were installed in 1995 thus allowing 
the building to be better viewed at night. The 
McAlester Consistory has been classified as one 
of the "most beautiful" Scottish Rite buildings in the 
country.
In the spring of 1998, the McAlester Consistory, 
under the direction of the Sovereign Grand 
Inspector General Paul T. Million, Jr., elected to 
rename the Temple giving it the new title of The 
McAlester Scottish Rite Masonic Center. 
This Act was authorized by the Southern 
Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite. Over the years 
other Masonic Bodies began to gather and meet 
at the building, thus bringing all Masons together 
as a unified Masonic Family. Today, the McAlester Scottish Rite stands with a membership of 
3,500.

The museum was activated in 1955 and is a functional part of our Scottish Rite. Medals and 
mementos of those early-day men who founded and fostered the McAlester Consistory are on 
exhibit, along with elaborate aprons and sheathed swords of other Rites, whose owners pledged 
to all branches of Masonry. IN 1997 a major portion of the museum was moved and relocated to 
the first floor Lobby area where it may be viewed by all who visit the Center. The remainder of the 
museum is still located on the second floor east.

One of the largest and finest pipe organs in the entire 
country is located in the McAlester Scottish Rite 
Masonic Center. This custom -built Kimball Organ with 
a 51-bank console and over 3,100 pipes was installed 
in 1930. It's current appraised value is well over 
$550,000.00 Originally in the choir loft, it is now 
located in the auditorium.

With the exception of one other Scottish Rite Stage, 
located in the Northern Jurisdiction, this temple is the 
largest stage of it's kind in the country. Why do they have such a large stage? The Mason’s have 
found it none too large. The concepts which we develop in our degrees are so great and require 
so many characters that the 80' by 120' stage enables us to do justice to them. In addition,  
scenery or "drops", which number over 110, measure 60' by 80'. They are gorgeous and are 
classified as irreplaceable. The artist, Tom Moses, was a 33rd degree Mason and one of the 
most talented artists of his time.

ST1  PLACE CLEANING
JANITORIAL SERVICE

Property Preservation
Window Cleaning

Construction 
Clean-up

Bonded & Insured

o o

Office                                         Danielle                                        Monica
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30 E. Choctaw Ave.-McAlester   
918-318-0457

Hippie
heart

soul
GYPSY

All Clothing $20 or Less!

Women’s, Boys and Girls Clothing
Jewelry and Accessories
Cute Girl’s Accessories

Lots of New Spring Arrivals What is your favorite small city to visit?
Well, that might depend on what you want out of a small city. 
Every small city has the same basic features in addition to, of 
course, being small. There is a Main Street. There is usually 
a town square with an old courthouse. Most of them have mom 
and pop-type stores on Main Street, and they usually have 
parades for the Fourth of July, Veterans Day (or Memorial Day) 
and Christmas. Once you get beneath that veneer, you get to 
what can make or break a small town — its atmosphere. Not all 
small town atmospheres are created alike.
There is one town, McAlester, that several of my co-workers 
love. It has a busy downtown with lots of folksy-type stuff 
going on all the time. On any given weekend one will find a plethora of activities and events 
for your enjoyment. From movies in the park to the long standing tradition of family fun such 
as the Italian Festival, McAlester is on the map for locals and travelers looking for fun 
activities. In the years past, one of the favorite events at the McAlester Expo has become the 
Sam Wampler's Freedom Ford Pro Rodeo, where cowboys from around the world compete for 
the best of the best. From dancing to watching the action from the chutes, the rodeo has 
become a very popular destination event. Downtown McAlester has made a comeback in the 
past couple of years with many family oriented events, most of which are free to the public. 
The Chocolate Tour, Splash Bash, Grillmarks Steak Festival are only a few events planned as 
the Downtown community has a true passion for offering the citizens of this city choice and 
value, with a smile and a true hometown atmosphere with each visit. 
Usually these are the swans, cows or pigs that each have their own distinctive look. Some 
cities use different animals. McAlester is no exception to this rule with the famed Buffalo, 
which can be seen in distinctive art form at several locations throughout the city. The 36 
bronze buffalo statues found around town are the brainchild of local businessman Bob 
Wallace, who in 2010 concluded that McAlester could use a little community pride. He set 
about buying statues and installed them in front of schools and in other public spots.
The J.J. McAlester Mansion which so unique, gives the city something to tout on its tourism 
brochure. McAlester was named for James Jackson McAlester who served as Lieutenant 
Governor of Oklahoma and whose home is now a piece of the town’s history. It began as a log 
house with four rooms in then Indian Territory and over time was transformed to include a 
two-story Queen Anne style house. The home was renovated in the 1960’s and was added to 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1980. The current owners have continued to 
renovate and preserve the home and were featured on HGTV’s If Walls Could Talk in 2008. 
Make sure to include the J.J. McAlester Mansion on your tour of historic downtown, which 
includes multiple antique shops to stroll through while in search for that perfect blast from 
the past item, 
McAlester is a great example of the perfect small town. City leaders are always looking for 
new ways to bring community spirit and growth. Last Christmas under the direction of City 
manager, Pete Staisiak, and the dedication of city employees, downtown became a winter 
wonderland with holiday theme decor on every corner from second street to Main street, even 
boasting the very first ice skating rink at the Farmers Market parking area where hundreds of 
McAlesterites as well as people from across Oklahoma came to enjoy the festivities. 
There are great performing venues with lots of unique charm. Most notable among these is the 
Okla Theater. Plans are in the works now for the iconic theater, be looking in future issues of 
Downtown for more information about the Okla Theater. 

You can have a town that has restaurants, venues and eateries, but it takes something big and 
great to tie everything together. It is the people behind the scenes that make the magic happen 
and McAlester has no shortage of talented and dedicated individuals working in unison to 
make McAlester not only a great little city but a place to call home. 

What Makes a Small Town So Great?

311 E Choctaw Ave. McAlester, Oklahoma (918) 423-3323
Livingroom   Dining   Bedroom   Rus�c Decor and Home of �e Catnapper

Sofa      $399Reg. $799

Loveseat      $378Reg. $768

Beautiful King or Queen Bedroom Set
Bed, Dresser/Mirror & Nightstand

$1,399 Headboard stands 
over 75” Tall

The Victory Bunk Bed is a stack-able 
Bunk Bed. Removable ladder, 6 heavy 
duty slats. Cherry finish.

Twin/Twin

We now carry Malouf Products

Retails $2599

Reg. $468
ADD THE TWIN MATTRESSES FOR $84EA.

NOW $239
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President
CRS, GRI

FIRS
REALTY INC.

918.423.3122
1

HARPER & GREY HOUSE

FIRS
REALTY INC.

918.424.1391
1

602 S 2nd
McAlester, Oklahoma 
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From the Mayors Desk....

INSURANCE
“Because We’re Different”

102 S 3rd, McAlester, Oklahoma 74501
(918) 429-2672

ty@ g-ins.net

Your Insurance Should Always Be Your Choice 

Home-Farm & Ranch 
Insurance

Ty Giaudrone

As spring time arrives bringing with it some beautiful 
weather the city will be getting started  on some of the 
projects that the cold weather kept us from doing. 
This is the time of year where  a lot of the work that gets 
done shows notable changes. 
Everything from mowing to road overlays will be 
happening throughout the next 6 months. But first I 
want to talk about something that doesn't get noticed 
as much. As many people know we get our water from 
McAlester Lake. The current method uses a line that 
runs along the top of the dam then starts underground 
once it leaves the dam. This is a problem waiting to 
happen, our main supply line, an old steel pipe that is 
many years old and open to vandalism. The good 
news is that we will be replacing this pipe and 
reconfiguring the layout to move it entirely 
underground. Doing this will give us a more modern, 
safer method of supplying water to our city. In addition to this improvement, we are in the 

process of refurbishing a pump station we have at Coal Creek. This secondary water source 

was built over 20 years ago and never used. Getting this station back up to speed will give us 

a secondary water source in case anything were to happen to either Lake McAlester or to 

any of our infrastructure from that lake.
One of the noticeable improvements starting to take shape is the new city park located next 

to Arvest Bank. This property was donated by Arvest for specific use as a downtown park. 

Some of the destruction has begun and new concrete poured in the alley and sidewalks that 

border the area. When completed, with all work done by city employees, this will provide a 

green space downtown for people to enjoy lunch or just relax during the day. Eventually 

there will be a water feature and shade structures along with colorful flora.  This will be a 

wonderful addition to our downtown area and many thanks go to Arvest for donating the 

land and being a great civic partner.
Another big project that will be started soon is the new downtown street scape. Work will 

begin to widen the sidewalks, adding more plants and trees, and period appropriate street 

lights. For an example of how things will look just go to the bump out on First Street and 

Choctaw Avenue. This will be another step in our overhaul of the downtown district. We 

have been working to create a new atmosphere in this shopping area. The winter scape was 

very successful. The skating rink was a popular spot for families. Our goal is to make 

downtown a drawing card for McAlester, continuing to invest in quality of life areas like 

this will return great things for our community.
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20% off with this ad For in Store Purchases!

on Facebook use code  for online purchases #fan20  20% Off 

119 E Choctaw Ave. McAlester    (757) 846-6447

www.peachmeboutique.com
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Ashley Riley
Realtor-Associate

918.421.0601

Ron Leming
Realtor-Associate

405.683.2828
RR

Rod Canterbury
Realtor- Broker Associate

918.424.1505
R

Bethany Kreutzer
Realtor- Associate

928.245.7066

427 E. Wyandotte, McAlester, OK 74501

Shelly Hazle
Broker/Owner

918.424.8495

Whether you are looking into Buying or Selling Your Home, 
Land or Business Property We Have the Experience 

You Have Been Searching For.

New Location Soon! Announcement to Follow!

Welcome 
NEW Associates 
to   REMAX Advantage 

REALTOR
Torey Royston specializes in Investment properties, 

Rehabbing properties, Farm / Ranch properties 
and Commercial projects, been building since 

she was 19.  Hobbies include all sports, women’s and 
children ministry.  Received her accounting and 

marketing degree 2005.

580-612-0555

REALTOR
Mr Beaty has been in sales and marketing 

for over 20 years. He specializes in 
Commercial and Residential 

Real Estate.  His experience in home construction 
has proven to be a great asset to his clients.  

918-916-5067

Outstanding Agents
Outstanding Results

R

REALTOR 
Jeremy Simmons specializes in Residential 

and Vacation properties. Jeremy and his wife 
Adrienne have 3 beautiful children.  

He specializes in the 
Broken Bow and South 

Eastern Oklahoma area.

580-982-3339

REALTOR
Portia Terlaje is a conscientious real estate agent 

who exudes commitment and determination. 
She specializes in 

residential properties.  

918-424-9617
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Hidden Treasures
Home to where if
you can think about 
it, this 
establishment 
probably has it! 
Hemp/CBD Oil, Made 
in Oklahoma Projects, 
Homemade Quilts, 
Furniture, Crafts, Essential Oils, Jewelry, 
Vintage items. 

Located on 
the Corner of A Street & Washington, 
McAlester. 918-715-5070

Sanford & Sisters 
Downtown’s Destination for Unique 
Chic Decor.
Offering 
Boutiques
Rustic 
Furniture
Antiques
Vintage
Home Decor 
and 
so much more!
Located at 
101 E. Choctaw Ave. 
Downtown McAlester
918-429-0490
Open Mon.-Fri. 9:30am to 5:00pm
Sat. 9:30am to 4pm
Closed Sunday

Come in on February 21st 
for Chocolate 
Strawberries
Free Gift for 
Coming in!
Buy Two or 
More 
Products and 
Get
another 

Free 
Gift!

Located at
113 E Choctaw Ave
918-558-5705

Harper &  Grey House
A truly unique and 
authentic Boutique. 
Stocking a large 
variety of beautiful 
home decor and 
one of a kind 
designer clothing.

Le Salt 
Grab & Go style Deli  
Located at 
23 E. Choctaw Avenue
Downtown McAlester 
918.302.0003  

Junkin' on 6th Street 
Specializing in unique and rare 
findings. All from antiques, 
collectables, vintage, 
rustic, and booth rentals. 
Come see David and Samantha 
Robertson on May 
4th for an outdoor 
market starting at 
8am until 2pm. 
100 N 6th street 
McAlester,Ok 
(918)424-7223  samhalliburton1968@gmail.com

Beauty Mob Medical Spa
Your complete beauty spa 
location. Offering Professional 
Spray Tan, Esthetic Lasering,  
Micro Blading, Spa Facials, 
Botox, Facial Fillers and an 
array of other services for a 
more beautiful you. 
Located at 
23 E. Choctaw Ave. Suite #3-Medical Spa Building
918-916-9599 

Paula's Baby Shop
When it comes to 
baby, we have 
what you need. 
We carry a 
variety of baby 
and toddler 
clothes, 
strollers, 
baby beds, car seats,walkers, 
bouncers, and toys. 
We are open 9am to 4:30pm. 
404 S. Main St. McAlester, Ok 
918-470-2320
918-429-2326 

Poodle Skirts
Dog grooming studio. 
Offering $30 Full 
Grooms 
for small breeds 
(cut, shampoo, 
ears, nails and anal glands) 

$15 Bath for small breeds
(shampoo, ears, nails and anal glands). 
By appointment only. 

located at 
209 E. Chicasaw, McAlester
918-429-0500

Dottie's 
Shop here for kids toys & clothes. 
Create a baby registry 
& rent 
the party room 
for your shower! 
Open 
Monday-Friday
10-6. 

 Location
24 E. Choctaw
Ave.McAlester, 
74501
918-916-2006

God’s Chosen One
Heavenly Blessings N Things
TV’s
Clothes, 
Jewelry
Appliances
Electronics
Dishes
Toys
Furniture and More!

THRIFT STORE
918-302-0789

Located at 
600 E. Choctaw Ave. 
Corner of Choctaw & 6th St.
Downtown McAlester
Tues.-Fri. 10am to 5pm and 
Saturday 9am to 3pm
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Community Roots
The Olive Branch 
Established in 2018. Mat and Necia Hutson envisioned somewhere that they could showcase 
original products that range from providing fair living wages to the talented artisans that 
create them to supporting companies that fight human trafficking.  As we shop we have the 
opportunity to do good and we are excited to come alongside McAlester in finding ways to 
contribute inside and outside our community!
The Olive Branch offers a variety of unique merchandise that gives back. Carrying a line of 
earrings called Tenfold Collective that fights to end human trafficking, provide a fair living 
wage for women in Cambodia, and that employs survivors of human trafficking. SmartyPits 
is a line of deodarant that is aluminum, phalate, and paraben free. They give back to breast 
cancer research and provide free deodarant to oncology centers. Lily and Laura employs 
women in Nepal while providing better than fair living wages to make their beautiful glass 
beaded bracelets. Denik is a line of planners, sketchbooks, and notebooks that help build 
schools in various countries. Calyan Wax Co is a line of candles and wax melts that is 
partnering with Traffic911 to free 
youth from human trafficking and 
help restore the lives of tracking 
survivors. Feya Candle Co partners 
with Missions and Soup Kitchens 
across the US and organizations in 
Nicaragua and Haiti to provide food. 
boHia is a line of hand stamped 
jewelry that stands for because of 
Him i am.  They are part of Fashion 
& Compassion where women connect 
with God, one another, and 
resources that are needed.  Quilling 
Card makes beautiful handmade 
quilling cards while providing their 
artisans with a fair living wage. Tea 
Drops provide clean drinking water.

Hours of operation: 
Monday - Friday 
10-6 and Saturday 10-4
Address is 16 E. Choctaw Ave. 

Phone 918-302-9064

Common Roots Mercantile
Kristen & Micky Lloyd and the Common Roots Mercantile story. “After we fell in love with the 
Historic building in 2014, 111 E. Choctaw became available to purchase and we jumped at the 
chance to own it” Kristen said. We knew we wanted to restore the building and take it back to 
what it once was. So after unveiling layers upon layers it was like the building was talking to 
us and telling us what it wanted to be. We NEVER imagined how wonderful this store would 
turn out to be. From the Sandstone walls, The original tin ceiling and rafters it was becoming a 
Mercantile before our eyes. My husband and I loved looking at old photos of McAlester and 
noticed all the different stores that had been in this building. So we decided we wanted a 
Mercantile feel offering everything from sodas & candy to clothing, shoes, and gifts. The 
name Common Roots Mercantile came about after we found a bunch of old photos of 
McAlester and the more I thought about our roots in McAlester the more I thought about how 
we all have Common Roots and this is how we came up with the name. 
Common Roots Mercantile has everything from ICE COLD Sodas & Chocolates, Jewelry, Gifts, 
Clothing, Makeup, Graphic tees, Bath & Body lines Shoes and More. Common Roots 
Mercantile carries popular brands like Toms, Brighton, Bare Minerals, Alex and Ani, Amber 
Oils, Beekman Brothers Goat milk bath line, Custom  Laser engraving , Dear John, Common 
Roots Mercantile T-shirts (made in house) & Common Roots Mercantile Tee-Funding.  We also 
have our newest service 
Common Roots 
Achieving where we 
scan your old photo for 
you and help you 
archive them. Bring us 
your boxes of art work, 
old photos, cards etc 
and we will scan them 
all for you. 

Hours of operation 
Mon.-FRI. 10am-6pm 
& Saturday 10AM-4pm
111 East Choctaw Ave 
McAlester Ok 74501

phone:918-558-4106 
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RECIPERECIPE
BoxBox

From the From the 

EL CHARROEL CHARRO
MEXICAN RESTAURANT

Muchas gracias por venir / Thank you for coming to El Charro

Tasty Meals in less than an Hour

Step 1
Preheat oven to 300°. Combine first 4 ingredients and 1/2 teaspoon 
each salt and pepper in a bowl. Gradually whisk in 1/2 cup oil in a slow, 
steady stream.
Step 2
Toss Roma tomatoes in remaining 2 tablespoons oil; arrange on a 
wire rack placed on a baking sheet. Sprinkle tomatoes with 1/2 
teaspoon salt. Roast 1 hour or until tomatoes are slightly browned and 
skins begin to pull away; let cool. Remove tomato skins, and cut 
tomatoes in half horizontally; discard skins.
Step 3
Preheat grill to high heat (450° to 500°). Coat corn and red onion 
slices with cooking spray. Place on grill rack coated with cooking 
spray. Cook 12 minutes or until charred, turning occasionally. 
Remove from grill. Cut kernels from corn; discard cobs.
Step 4
Sprinkle chicken with remaining 1/2 teaspoon each salt and pepper. 
Grill chicken 12 minutes or until cooked through, turning occasionally; 
let stand 5 minutes. Thinly slice chicken across the grain.
Step 5
Combine arugula and lettuce in a large bowl. Add 2 tablespoons 
dressing; toss to coat. Top with cucumber, cherry tomatoes, red 
onion, chicken, corn, roasted tomato halves, and avocado. Sprinkle 
salad evenly with basil leaves, and serve with remaining dressing.

Ingredients
1/4 cup balsamic vinegar 
2 teaspoons Dijon mustard 
2 teaspoons honey 
2 green onions, thinly sliced 
1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt, divided 
1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper, divided 
1/2 cup plus 2 tablespoons olive oil, divided 5 Roma tomatoes, halved lengthwise 
2 ears shucked corn 
2 (1/2-inch-thick) red onion slices (about 1/2 of a medium onion) 
Cooking spray 
1 pound boneless, skinless chicken breast halves 
3 cups baby arugula 
1 head Romaine lettuce, sliced into (1/2-inch-thick) strips 
1 cup thinly sliced English cucumber 
2 cups halved cherry tomatoes or grape tomatoes 
1/2 ripe avocado, cut into thin wedges 
1/3 cup small basil leaves

200 E. Carl Albert Parkway   McAlester, OK 918-423-1414

Mon-Fri 10:30-2:00   Closed Saturday & Sunday

Catering for Business and Special Occasions 

The best ingredients 
& our love of good 

food makes 
us the perfect 

gathering place 
for lunch with friends.

Lucy’s Two

Kiss Life

Lucy’s Two

Kiss Life

Owners:
Natalie & Kim

www.lucystwo. com

Frozen Homemade Casseroles
for Easy Dinner Solutions
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The Filling Station

10% Off Your 
Meal with this ad!

Ingredients
For the marinade:
1 red onion, roughly chopped
1 1/2 teaspoons dried thyme
Green tops of 2 scallions, chopped
1 teaspoon allspice
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 tablespoon white pepper
1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1 jalapeno, chopped
2 tablespoons olive oil
3 teaspoons sea salt
For the fish:
4 (5-ounce) mahi mahi fillets
Salt

Prepare the marinade: 
Place all ingredients into food processor 
and process for 15 seconds. (There will 
be extra marinade. Marinade can be 
refrigerated for 1 week or frozen up to 2 
months.)
For the fish: Season the fish with salt and 
spoon 2 teaspoons of the jerk marinade 
on each side. Place into a hot grill or grill 
pan and turn heat down to medium. After 
2 minutes (should be brown) turn over 
and cook 3 to 5 minutes, until fish is 
cooked through.

Specializing in: Homemade Pies, 
Hand Breaded 

Chicken Fries & Steak Fingers

CHECKS AND CASH ACCEPTED

FULL HOME STYLE MENU
918-470-6445

709 W Carl Albert 
Mon. thru Thurs

10am-7pm

Friday 11:00am-8pm
(CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY)

 

Variety of Prepared Salads, 
Deli Sandwiches and Daily Soup

The Compass Firewood Kitchen
119 E. Choctaw Ave. McAlester, Ok

918-470-3100

10% OFF
your first online order

START YOUR ORDER AT

compass.pizza

or text  to CWOOD 33733

Offer valid through the Compass website or mobile app for a limited time only. By using this service you consent to receive text messages sent by an automatic telephone dialing 
system. Messaging & data rates may apply. Your use of the service is governed by chownow.com/privact-policy and tatango.com/privacy-policy. Individual restaurant promotions do 
not apply to the chowNow mobile app or website.   
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Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-6:00pm
Saturday 7:30am-5:00pm

Closed on Sundays

918.423.3308

$1,799
PAYMENTS AS LOW AS:

PER
MONTH

5577 S US Hwy 69
McAlester, OK

Designing the Perfect Backyard Party
Throwing a barbecue? Don't forget these five rules of entertaining.
Hosting a barbecue is usually a pretty low-key affair. But if you’re not careful—and 
don’t have the proper extracurriculars in place—it can quickly morph from a good 
party to a boring outdoor meal. Luckily, landscape guru Scott Cohen knows a thing 
or two about how to make your yard the perfect outdoor entertaining space. He’s 
been designing and building yards in California for 30 years. He’s also a regular 
expert on HGTV and has written nine books on yard design. Cohen gave us five tips 
on how to make your backyard the perfect barbecue landing pad.

Be Purpose Driven
Cohen always starts his jobs with a questionnaire to see how his clients plan to use 
their yard. You should set up your yard with your goals in mind as well. “Most of the 
time, when people say they like to entertain, they usually mean they want to drink, 
hang out, eat, and talk, but you want to put different activities or games around 
that,” Cohen says. When you’re picking your games and thinking of where you’ll lay 
them out, focus on the different levels of activity desires. A volleyball court might 
not be a smart space investment if you’re the type of backyard gamer who wants to 
play with a beer in hand (better to stick with cornhole).

Vary Activities
Yes, you may be the master at Spikeball, but a good host should think of their guests. 
“If you put some thought into the layout of your backyard, you can create different 
opportunities for entertainment. Different people have different things they like to 
do. Some like ping-pong. Some like cornhole,” Cohen says. If you physically space 
out activities and have at least three games you can pull out at a time—a Spikeball 
set and bocce balls take up hardly any space in a closet—you will seriously up your 
odds for satisfied guests and a lively party.

Break Your Yard into Different Outdoor Rooms
Set up different spaces for different pursuits, even if you don’t have much space to 
work with. “People rarely hang out on one giant patio,” Cohen says. “They break 
into smaller groups—one can be around a fire pit, another can be an outdoor 
kitchen, another area can be for dining, another can be for laying out in the sun. The 
same goes for games.” Speaking of which…

Invest in an Outdoor Kitchen
“Anytime you entertain inside, people always hang out around the food. You can’t 
get them out of your kitchen. The same thing applies when you get outside—it 

becomes a central hub of the backyard,” Cohen says. And you won’t segregate the 
cook from the rest of the party.
Think Multiuse
Making space pull double duty is the most efficient way you can use it, and a little 
ingenuity can turn banal outdoor spaces into playgrounds. Cohen has made some 
epic oversized chess and 
checkers boards 
(even Scrabble) out of 
patios simply by altering the 
color of paving stones to 
look like the board. “If you 
have a pathway going 
down a side yard, why 
can’t it be a hopscotch 
court for your kids?” he 
says. “There is no reason 
why a sandbox can’t be a 
sand trap with an 
artificial-turf putting green.”
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126 E. Choctaw Ave. Downtown McAlester

918-426-5500

www.weeklybargainjournal. com

www.facebook.com/weeklybargainjournal

PROMOTING YOUR BUSINESS IS OUR BUSINESS!
ADA, ATOKA, BRYAN, COAL, DURANT, HASKELL, HUGHES,  JOHNSTON, 

KIOWA, LATIMER,  LEFLORE, MARSHALL, MCINTOSH, MUSKOGEE,  OKMULGEE, 

PITTSBURG, PUSHMATAHA, SEMINOLE and NORTH TEXAS

We would like to personally thank
every Business, our Mayor, 

McAlester Tourism 
and Michael Miller, for their 

contribution to this very special tab.

 

$50 to Pete's Place Restaurant / $50 to Angel's Diner / $25 to The 
Compass / $25 to J.J. McAlester Antiques / $25 to Harper and Grey 
House / $25 to Common Roots Mercantile / $25 to Yellow Gazebo / 
$25 to Dottie's Boutique / $25 to Main Street Junction Antiques / Box 
of assorted pastries from Heavenly Delights / Two bar tastings at 
Whispering Meadows Winery or Urban Wineworks / Cheese 
Making and Tasting tour, and $25 to Lovera's Italian Grocery / Private 
tour of Prairie Artisan Ales / Private tour of Scottish Rite Masonic 
Temple.

go to: www. travelok.com/contests
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Legally Speaking 
CRIMINAL LAW
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO HAVE AN ATTORNEY?
by: J. Michael Miller Attorney at Law, PLLC

In the United States of America, the Sixth Amendment of the Constitution
 guarantees that every person charged with a crime has the right to counsel.
There are many steps in the process of a criminal prosecution that require 
a person to have knowledge of the process that the majority of citizens 
do not possess. The general sequence of a criminal case starts with an 
investigation by law enforcement. Law enforcement will investigate an 
alleged crime which may include interviewing a suspect. If you 
believe you are the target of an investigation you have a Fifth 
Amendment right not to incriminate yourself. The Supreme Court has held that "a witness may have a 
reasonable fear of prosecution and yet be innocent of any wrongdoing. The privilege serves to protect the 
innocent who otherwise might be ensnared by ambiguous circumstances. Ohio v. Reiner, 532 U.S. 17 
(2001). During the course of an investigation law enforcement may also search your residence and/or 
your vehicle, it depends upon the circumstances of the alleged crime. Again, a citizen has constitutional 
protections in the form of the Fourth Amendment which prohibit unreasonable searches and seizures. A 
seasoned attorney can help you make the right decisions during the process of a criminal investigation 
and having legal counsel during this phase is critical to how the case develops in court.
Upon the completion of an investigation law enforcement will submit their report to the District 
Attorney’s office. The District Attorney has the authority to determine if charges should be filed. 
Generally, in the State of Oklahoma, charges are filed in the form of an “Information”. The Defendant 
then appears before a judge an enters a plea to the charge or charges. In the case of a felony charge a 
Defendant has a right to a preliminary hearing. Defendants charged with felonies have an Oklahoma 
Constitutional Right to a Preliminary Hearing. At the Preliminary Hearing the State of Oklahoma will be 
required to introduce evidence to establish probable cause that a crime was committed and probable cause 
that that the defendant committed the crime.  
The Preliminary Hearing is an evidentiary hearing and the defendant has a right to be present, cross-
examine witnesses and to be represented by counsel. The judge presiding over the preliminary hearing 
has the right stop the preliminary hearing once the showing of probable cause has been made. This is 
known as the "cut off provision". Prior to the Preliminary Hearing it is the policy of most district attorney's 
Office to make copies of the police reports available to the defense attorney. If the district attorney's office 
does not make copies of the police reports available at least 5 days prior to the preliminary hearing, then 
the judge hearing the preliminary hearing cannot invoke the cut off provision.  
After the conclusion of the evidence the state will rest, and the defense attorney will either demur to the 
evidence or attempt to call defense witnesses. The defense is not necessarily entitled to call defense 
witnesses at the preliminary hearing. The defense may also make motions such as motions to suppress 
during the preliminary hearing. 
The purpose of a preliminary hearing is to determine if probable cause has been established. It is unusual 
for a case not to be bound over for trial. Probable cause is a low level of proof and the evidence is viewed 
in the light most favorable to the state. If the judge determines that the state has failed to establish probable 

cause that a crime has been committed or that the defendant has committed a crime than the judge will 
grant a demurrer and order the charge dismissed. If the state disagrees with the judge's decision the state 
can appeal the judge's decision. If the defendant and his or her attorney disagrees with the judge's 
decision, they can file a "Motion to Quash" at the district court level.
If the state and the defendant agree the defendant can waive his or her Preliminary Hearing. Sometimes 
the waiver of a defendant's preliminary hearing is a legitimate strategy. If a defendant intends to take his or 
her case to trial, then waiver of a preliminary hearing is not a good idea. Another purpose for the 
preliminary hearing is for the defense lawyer to elicit testimony from the state's witnesses that commits 
the state's witnesses to a story. 
If a defendant is “bound over” at preliminary hearing he or she is then set for district court arraignment 
before the District Court.  At this time a defendant will enter a formal plea before the district judge of 
guilty or not guilty. If a not guilty plea is tendered by the defendant, the court will set the matter for jury or 
non-jury trial.
As you can see there are many complicated steps in the course of a criminal prosecution, and we have not 
even talked about plea negotiations or the trial itself. The importance of having an attorney to assist in 
navigating the treacherous waters of a criminal prosecution can be the difference in going to prison or not. 
Most attorneys do not charge for an initial consultation about your case and if you believe you might be a 
target of a criminal investigation seek legal advice immediately.

323 1/2 East Carl Albert Pkwy 
McAlester, Oklahoma 74501

(918) 423-2300

Hours 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

The City of McAlester has an Archery Park located adjacent to the Pittsburgh County 
Softball Complex that has both bag targets and 3d targets.  We have 8 large Morrell range 
bag targets for you to sight in your bow, or to maintain that competitive edge.  If you truly 
want to test your limits, you can shoot out to 90 yards on the range.  We also have 9 Rinehart 
3d targets in a variety of lifelike animals for you to hone your hunting skills.  You can shoot 
from our elevated platform to simulate treestand hunting or, we have netting set up to 
simulate shooting from a groundblind.  These targets are set from 20 to 50 yards.  The 
Archery Park is open during daylight hours, no broadheads are allowed, field tips only.
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Mon.-Sat. 10am to 5pm   Closed Sunday

2645 N. Main

McAlester, OK 

(918)916-8158

2646 N. Main St.-McAlester, OK 74501
redbarnpawn2016@gmail.com

Red Barn Pawn

918-423-2100

WE LOAN, SELL AND 
PAWN JUST ABOUT 

ANYTHING

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10am to 6pm
Sat. 10am to 4 pm   Sunday Closed

TJ ‘s Bait Shop TJ ‘s Grill

3410 North Main-McAlester 918-420-5993

Fresh Made Hamburgers
In-House Smoked Meats-Pizza
Fresh Hot Deli - Homemade Pies
Soft Serve Ice Cream - Beer Cave

CLEAN RESTROOMS-ATM
100% FUEL-24HRS Unleaded, Premium, Diesel, Off Road Diesel, E10

Live Bait! Great Selection of Tackle

Motorcycles/ATVs/UTLS, Boats/Watercrafts/AC Repair, Small Engine 
Repair/Marine Repair, Brakes, Struts, Tune-ups & Timing Belts

TOTAL TRANSMISSION REBUILD

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR AND DIESEL 

Oil & Lube, Transmission Service

2600 North Main Street-McAlster

918-302-8612

PART AND CONSIGNMENT SALES
7950 E. Hwy 270-BACHE

also at 2600 N. Main

GARRISON’S AUTOMOTIVE 
& MOTORSPORTS 

 REPAIR

24 Hour Road Service

Master ASE Certified

TIRE REPAIR - New & Used Tire Sales

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY! 
DAILY SPECIALS!

1205 N. Main
McAlester, Oklahoma

918-420-5200

COLOR
PERMS
CUTS
WAXING

KITTEN SCHOGGINS
HAIRSTYLIST

A SPECIAL PLACE!A SPECIAL PLACE!

BUY-SELL-TRADE
WE FINANCE!

            600 N. MAIN IN McALESTER 918-916-8005

AUTO   HOME   LIFE   BUSINESS   RECREATION VEHICLES

Where the Old West and the Present
Come Together for the Perfect Shopping 

and Service Experience

Where the Old West and the Present
Come Together for the Perfect Shopping 

and Service Experience

Tues. 9am to 3pm - Wed.-Fri. 9am to 5pm
Saturday 9:30am to 11am - Closed Sunday

&
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